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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

(November 28, 2021) 
 
 Dear Parishioners, 
  
Greetings in the name our Lord Jesus Christ! In the first place, I would like to congratulate all our First 
Communicants and the Newly Baptised children and their parents on reaching these milestones in their journey 
of faith and would like to wish them all bon voyage on this faith journey. 
  
This weekend, we begin a new liturgical year as we enter the Advent season.  The word “Advent” is derived from 
the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation of the Greek word Parousia. It is a time of 
waiting and hoping, of renewing our trust in God’s merciful love and care, and of reflecting on the several comings 
(advents), of Christ into our lives. The next four weeks are filled with anticipation. What are we anticipating? For 
many, the answer could be a party, Christmas bonus or vacation leave, and a gift we have wanted from a special 
person or event by which an unexpected loved one returned. All these anticipations are not bad but good. After 
all, Christ has already been born two thousand and more years ago and had put at our disposal all that we need 
to save ourselves. What is needed now is our personal response. We must do our part. One of our responses 
could be a good preparation of ourselves, about preparing a place in our hearts for the one who will prepare a 
place for us with the Father in heaven. 
  
The Church invites us to join a pilgrimage of Faith by showing us a prophetic vision of Christ’s first coming 
(advent), through the prophecy of Jeremiah, and a prophetic vision of Christ’s glorious, final Second Coming 
(Parousia) through the Gospel selection from Luke, while reminding us, through the second reading of Christ’s 
daily coming into our lives here and now in our brothers and sisters. She also reminds us that these are days of 
“joyful and prayerful anticipation of Jesus’ coming” because the Advent season is intended to fill us with great 
expectations of the coming of the Messiah. 
  
“Advent Wreath or Advent Crown” 
The use of the wreath and candles during Advent are a longstanding Catholic tradition that was originally adopted 
by Christians in the Middle Ages as part of their spiritual preparation for Christmas. 
 
The wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the Christmas season. The wreath itself, which is made of 
various evergreens, signifies continuous life. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes 
the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life we find in Christ. 
 
The candles also have their own special significance. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent, and 
one candle is lit each Sunday. Three of the candles are purple because the colour violet is a liturgical colour that 
signifies a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice. Many Advent wreaths include a fifth candle which is lit 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
 
The first candle which is purple in colour symbolizes Hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets 
of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. It represents the expectation 
felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah. 
 
With prayerful wishes for a grace-filled season of advent! 
Fr. Joy  
 



 
PRAYERS & MASSES – Elizabeth (Beth) Cahill 
(RIP); Tony DeLorenzo (Anniversary); Eric Lee RIP 
(brother of Jim Lee) 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD SERVICES – everyone 
is welcome, St Francis of Assisi 9:30am, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday. St Mary's 9:30am 
Wednesday and Friday. Mask wearing, spacing and 
signing in are mandatory. 
 
ROSTER – would J Brownlow, D Crampton, M 
Sidwell and the Pike family please email the office 
so we can forward you the latest roster. If you don't 
have an email please phone in with your postal 
address. 
 
SACRISTANS – needed to prepare the Altar for 
both of the Sunday Masses at St Francis of Assisi 
church. If you would be interested in this ministry or 
would like more details, please contact Frances 
0276464529. 
 
MASS – will be celebrated by Fr Joy in the Ernest 
Rutherford chapel at 11am on Friday 3 December. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY COLLECTION – is Saturday 
December 25, 2021. If you would like to make a 
donation to this cause and you are paying by AP, 
please alter your reference to ‘Christmas’ to identify 
this payment. *please note that you can donate to 
this cause at any time during the year if it is 
identifiable to that cause. 
 
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI HISTORY –  Fr Merton 
Bradford was transferred to Inglewood in 1968. 
During his eight years in the Richmond parish, which 
included the St Francis of Assisi Hall, he had 
achieved a great deal and was a very successful 
architect for this new parish. He was a man of devout 
faith who set a wonderful example to all whom he 
met. He had faith, vision and determination plus a 
strong practical background. He died in 1973. May 
he rest in peace. - Frances O'Leary 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NELSON – we are very 
excited to have had two new members join our 
conference this month. Our team is very active on 
social assistance, visiting and school outreach 
activities - many hands make light work. We still 
need two or three more retail volunteers for 3-hour 
shifts. If you want to know more, please call and 
leave us a message on 548 9372. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL STOKE – we are putting 
together Christmas gift baskets in a few weeks’ time 
for the families and single people we currently help. 
If you would like to contribute a small gift, please 
bring it to mass and place it in the SVDP basket or 
drop off at the Vinnies Shop in the Mall. Thank you 
for your support and God bless the givers. 
 
 

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS – on your baptism  Blake 
and Charlotte Ingham, Charlotte and Catherine 
Taylor, Halle and Finlay Robson, Lila and Holly 
Cameron, Violet Miller, Leo Delaney, Barrett, Alex 
and Teliana Cocker, welcome to our community of 
faith. Thank you to all the sponsors, supporters, 
parents and coordinator Steph Kean.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS – also to our First Holy 
Communicants Saskia Barney, Carlo Searle, Jude 
and Ari Jepson, Nishon Silva, Caitlin, Emmy and Jay 
Anderson, Saraceyna Kung, Anthony Musso, Leo 
and Barnaby Saunders, Raffi Ranieri, Daniela 
Stevens, Angela Suan, Charlie and Wiremu 
Whiunui, Liliana Prevett, Ciara Domanico, Abrin 
Lixon, Rose Hogarth, Nishon Silva. 
 
COLUMBAN ART CALENDAR 2022 – we have 
several calendars in the office that have been 
ordered but not collected. If you are having difficultly 
picking up your calendar or unable to get out of your 
home please phone the office and we will arrange 
for someone to drop one off to you (03) 539 1251. 
 
PARISH GIVING – 20/21 November 2021 
$2,985.70. God bless the givers. 
 
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND BIBLE DIARIES 
2022 – the Bible diary consists of daily prayers, 
readings, short reflections and Saints of the day 
contact Fr Prakash on 022 585 2875 to purchase. 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICE TIMES 

 St. Francis of Assisi St. Mary’s  

 9.30am 9.30am 

   

Tuesday Liturgy of the Word Holy Mass 

Wednesday Holy Mass Liturgy of the 
Word 

Thursday Liturgy of the Word Holy Mass 

Friday Holy Mass Liturgy of the 
Word 

Saturday Liturgy of the Word  

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
St Mary’s – after Holy Mass Tuesday, Thursday 
St Francis of Assisi –  after Holy Mass Friday 



 
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH – How do Catholics 
‘Journey Together’? How might we do it better? A 
Church that teaches, must be firstly, a Church that 
listens. Please pray and consider how you would like 
to have your voice heard.  
There are several ways to do this. Online 
www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about.archdiocesan-
synod and follow the link to the questions. Email 
download the Word document “Synod participation 
response” from the Archdiocesan website 
(https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/archdioc
esan-synod/) and email your response in Word 
format to: synod@wn.catholic.org.nz. Post your 
response handwrite or type your response to the 
questions and post it to: Office of the Archbishop, 
Archdiocese of Wellington, PO Box 1937, 
Wellington 6140. Phone response if there are 
reasons why you find it difficult to make a written 
response, you are welcome to ring the ADW and 
provide a verbal response phone 04 496 1715. 
 
9. OUR DECISION-MAKING Our aim is to make 
decisions by discerning what the Holy Spirit is saying 
through our whole community. How well do you feel 
we do this? What methods or processes do Catholic 
communities use to include people in discernment 
and decision-making? What do you think we should 
do to improve our efforts in this? 
  
 10. LEARNING TO JOURNEY TOGETHER All of 
us need to be open to change and ongoing learning. 
To what extent do you find Catholics are open to 
change and new learning? How do we as a Catholic 
community form our people to listen, participate and 
be open to change? Have you found Church leaders 
to be willing to listen, participate and remain open to 
new ways? 
 
GLOBAL SYNOD: THE TIME IS NOW – Pope 
Francis wants to hear from you! The diocesan phase 
of the global Synod has begun, and we have until 
Sunday 12th December 2021 to make our voices 
heard. www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/archdiocesan-
synod or contact your parish office for reflection 
materials, questions and ways you can respond.  
 
 
 
 

 
BOOKING WEEKEND MASSES – the booking 
system is open Wednesday 9am to Friday midday 
every week while we are in Alert Level 2. Please do 
not call the office to make a phone booking before 
Wednesday, if you leave a message please 
specify your name and the time of Mass you wish to 
attend. 
 
How to register for Weekend Masses: 
 
1. Go to “Mass Registration” on the Archdiocesan 
website’s homepage click here for the 
link www.wn.catholic.org.nz  
 
2. Choose your parish from the drop-down menu, 
and then the Mass you wish to attend. You will see 
how many spaces are available for the Mass you 
have selected. You will see a red error message if 
no spaces are available. 
 
3. If space is available, provide your name and 
contact details. You can register for an individual, a 
couple or a group.   
 
4. Click Submit. You will receive confirmation email. 
 
Please do NOT register for more than one Mass per 
weekend. 
 
During Alert Level 2 the dispensation from the 
Sunday obligation to attend Mass is in place for 
people who are cautious or concerned, who are 
vulnerable or at risk because of age or health issues, 
or who cannot find a place at a Mass.  
 
• Please wear a mask. (please bring your own) 
• Scan QR code or sign in. 
• Keep social distancing. 
• Sanitise hands. 
• Holy Communion in the hand only. 
• Contactless Sign of Peace. 
• No congregational singing. 
 
Saturday 6pm Vigil at St Mary's 
Sunday 8.30am at St Francis of Assisi 
Sunday 10.30am at St Mary's  
Sunday 5pm at St Francis of Assisi 
 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sunday 28 November Jeremiah 33:14-16 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 Luke 21:25-36 

Monday 29 November  Isaiah 2:1-5 Matthew 8:5-11 

Tuesday 30 November Romans 10:9-18 Matthew 4:18-22 

Wednesday 1 December Isaiah 25:6-10 Matthew 15:29-37 

Thursday 2 December Isaiah 26:1-6 Matthew 27:21-27 

Friday 3 December Isaiah 29:17-24 Matthew 9:27-31 

Saturday 4 December Isaiah 30:19-26 Matthew 9:35-10:1-8 

Sunday 5 December Baruch 5:1-19 Philippians 1:4-11 Luke 3:1-6 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

PARISH CONTACTS: 
Parish Priest 
 
Parish Office 
2/18 Manuka St, Nelson 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 

 
Father Joy Raphal 
196 Songer St, Stoke 
Sarah Jones / Kimberly 
McGettigan  
Monday - Friday 9am - 12pm 
 
Noeline Grant 

 
547 6623 
joyraphaelt@gmail.com 
539 1251 
office@holyfamilynelson.org.nz 
 
022 6763 955 

St Joseph’s Primary School  1/18 Manuka Street, Nelson 548 4050 
Garin College  35 Champion Road, Richmond 543 9488 
St Francis of Assisi Hall Hire John Hall 027 2400 065 
St Francis of Assisi Maintenance 
Person 

Ken Barney 544 6853 

St Francis of Assisi Communion to 
Sick 

Shelley Hills  027 4377 851 

St Francis of Assisi Liturgy Paul Ashley 021 810 132 
St Mary’s Liturgy Sr Colleen 548 8576 
St Mary’s Communion to the Sick Peter Gillin 548 8195 
St Mary’s Meeting Room Hire Parish office 539 1251 
St Mary’s Church Hall Hire 
Archivist/Genealogy 
St Vincent De Paul Op Shop Nelson 
St Vincent De Paul Op Shop Stoke 

St Joseph’s School office 
Diana Clark 
77 Vanguard St. Nelson 
532 Main Road, Stoke 

548 4050 
dianatony@xtra.co.nz 
548 9372 
547 7351 

 

NELSON HOSPITAL – Fr Joy and Beth attend the hospital as chaplains. If you are going into hospital or end 
up in hospital, PLEASE let Fr Joy or Beth know. Please let us know so that assistance can be given. Any urgent 
calls ring Beth on 021 0240 9231 or Fr Joy 022 369 1005. For those who would like communion at home while 
they convalesce, please ring or email Shelley Hills 027 4377 851 or email thehillsclan@xtra.co.nz. 

 

Holy Family Parish Service Rosters December 04/05/2021 

 
St Mary’s Church, Nelson   

Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm                         Sunday 10.30am 

 

Greeters I & K Sowman         P Suan 

Proclaimer of the Word & 
Prayer of the Faithful 

P Gillian   A McAlpine 

Audio Visual  Filipino Group 

Extra-Ordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion 

The Wood Fr Joy 
11am Thursday 2nd 
November 

 Communion to the Sick 
M Milner 
P Nang 
Flaxmore          Sr Colleen        

Liturgy of the Word Wed M Pike  Thurs K Rose 

Flowers A James   M Thorn   

Linen A Muollo  

 
    St Francis of Assisi, Stoke 

 
Sunday 8.30am 

 
Sunday 5pm 

Greeters J Brownlow S&M Menzies 

Audio/Visual R Mayes    N Grant 

Proclaimer of the Word & 
Prayer of the Faithful 

T Rawlins B & P Mellor 

Liturgy of the Word Tues S Hills  Thurs A McBride  Sat F O’Leary  

E Ministers – Visiting the Sick J Gregory 
M D’Evereux 

Ernest Rutherford Service   R Mayes 

Altar Care M Doorman 

Church Cleaning Seifried Family 

mailto:joyraphaelt@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Office/Desktop/Newsletter%20Stuff%20Sarah/office@holyfamilynelson.org.nz
mailto:dianatony@xtra.co.nz
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