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Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 

October 31, 2021 
 
  
Dear Parishioners, 
  
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! Today we come to the end of another month that was in many 
ways a blessing to each of us. Among others we could by God’s grace and intercession of our Blessed Virgin 
Mother resume our weekend celebration of the Holy Mass and as a community pray the Rosary before every 
Mass. Even though we conclude the special devotion to the Rosary on this day, let us continue with this age-old 
powerful prayer personally and in our families as Pope Leo XIII assures us that “… a powerful means of renewing 
our courage will undoubtedly be found in the Holy Rosary...”    
  
Tomorrow we step into the second last month of the year. The month of November is very dear to us Christians! 
On the very first day of November, we celebrate the solemnity of “All Saints’ Day” (The Church Triumphant) 
that will be followed by the observance of “All Souls’ Day” (The Church Suffering).  In the Christian liturgical 
calendar, November is entirely devoted to the remembrance and offering of prayers for our beloved deceased. 
It is indicative of the communion that the Church Militant shares with the Church Suffering. 
  
Jesus said to Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.” (John 11: 25-26). Jesus foreshadowing his 
resurrection also said: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19). Through these 
and many other teachings of his, Jesus affirms that there is a future. He walked through the doors of suffering 
and a violent death to come back and say there is light, there is love and laughter and rejoicing, there is a life 
beyond your dreams and imagination. Speaking of the resurrection, St. Pauls challenges death by saying: “O 
death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55) and affirms that God gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   John Donne in his sonnet 'Death Be Not Proud' argues against the 
power of Death. He says that Death is not some all-powerful being that humans should fear. Instead, Death is a 
slave to humans and has no power over our souls. He says: “One short sleep past, we wake eternally, and 
death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.” 
 
Yes, Jesus has conquered sin and death. Death is not the end, nor are our deceased forgotten! We have a 
communion with them as we profess our faith “in the communion of the saints, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.” In the preface of the mass for the dead we pray like this: “Indeed for your faithful, Lord, 
life is changed not ended, and, when this earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made 
ready for them in heaven.”. Let us help our beloved deceased to get into that dwelling place in heaven by our 
prayers, sacrifices and above all Holy Masses offered during this month! 
 
God’s Blessings! 
 
Fr. Joy  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MASS & PRAYERS George (Jure) Dzevlan (Anniv) 
 
ALL SAINTS DAY – Monday 1 November 9.30am 
Mass at St. Francis Assisi Church and 7pm Mass at 
St. Mary’s Church. No bookings needed. 
  
ALL SOULS’ DAY – Tuesday 2 November 9.30am 
Mass at St. Mary’s Church and 7pm Mass at St. 
Francis Assisi Church. No bookings needed. 
  
BLESSING OF THE GRAVES – Marsden 
Cemetery on Sunday 7 November at 2pm; 
Wakapuaka Cemetery on Sunday 14 November at 
2pm. Please assemble at 1.45pm and bring your 
own bottle of water to be blessed for sprinkling the 
graves of your loved ones. All welcome 
  
RESUMPTION OF PREPARATION FOR FIRST 
HOLY COMMUNION – In the present scenario, we 
hope to have two sessions for the communicants on 
7 and 14 of November at 12pm at St. Mary’s Church 
and the celebration of the First Holy Communion at 
a special Mass on 21 November at 2pm in St. Mary’s 
Church. 
 
NOVEMBER PRAYERS – for our dear departed 
family and friends. Our usual November banners are 
available in both Churches for you to add the names 
of those you wish to be prayed for during the month 
of November. A box is also available in the foyer for 
you to place your list of names should that be your 
preference. 
  
VOLUNTEERS ROSTERED ON FOR WEEKEND 
MASSES – all rostered on volunteers including 
Sacristans will have one space reserved for them by 
the Parish office. Unfortunately, this means if you 
are attending mass with a husband, wife or other 
family members they will need to book in their spot, 
apologies for the inconvenience. 
 
FROM THE ARCHIVES ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
HISTORY –  the concrete block Church Hall erected 
on Songer St in 1963, was commonly used on 
Saturday evenings for dances and social community 
activities. Early on Sunday mornings a group of 
dedicated parishioners would sweep and clean the 
hall and put out seating for Mass. Apparently, it was 
virtually impossible to eliminate the 'smoke’ smell ! - 
Frances O'Leary 
 
LUNCHEON GATHERING – as we are not allowed 
to bring food to share at present, we are unable to 
meet for the time being. Hopefully, this situation will 
change soon, and we will be able to enjoy the 
company of each other over a shared meal. 
 
COLUMBAN ART CALENDAR 2022 – are 
available from the Parish office and St Francis of 
Assisi Foyer for $15 each. 
 
 
 

THE NZ COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN 
MEDITATION – is holding a community morning on 
Saturday November 13 from 9.30am – 12.30pm at 
the Parish Meeting Room. Watiri Maina will lead us 
in the day’s theme: Finding God in All Things - 
Ignation Spirituality in this 500th anniversary of St. 
Ignatius Loyola. There will be a period of meditation 
and morning tea is provided. A koha to help with 
costs and support NZCCM appreciated. Please 
bring masks, sign in, social distancing. Please RSVP 
to Marie Shepherd: 03 538 0128;   027 865 
8032,  mlshepherd54@gmail.com or Mary Kroch: 
027 372 1173. All welcome. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NELSON – our members 
regularly visit those who need some company, or 
assistance. If you'd like a visit, or if you know of 
someone who would, please call us on - 548 9734 
and leave a message. Our  shop in Vanguard Street 
is open on Saturdays, from 10am to 2pm.  
 
PARISH GIVING – 23/24 October 2021 $2,260,00. 
God bless the givers. 
 
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH – How do Catholics 
‘Journey Together’? How might we do it better? In 
the words of Pope Francis, Synodality starts with 
hearing from the People of God. A Church that 
teaches, must be firstly, a Church that listens… 
Consulting all members of the Church is vital 
because…the faithful, as a whole, are anointed by 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
1. OUR JOURNEY TOGETHER Jesus wants us to 
walk together, side by side. 
How do you feel we as Catholics are doing at 
walking side-by-side? 
Who do you feel is included / welcome on the 
church’s local journey? 
Who is not included or welcomed? 
 
2. OUR LISTENING Listening is the first step - it 
requires an open mind and heart, without prejudice. 
How good are we Catholics at listening? 
Who do we need to listen to more? (Consider – 
women, young people, lay people, those on the 
margins of society, minority groups, the socially 
discarded and excluded.) 
What stops us from listening more carefully? 

 
 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICE TIMES (no Liturgy of Word) 

 St. Francis of Assisi St. Mary’s  

Monday 9:30am Holy Mass 7pm  Holy Mass 

Tuesday 7pm  Holy Mass 9.30am Holy Mass 

Wednesday 9.30am Holy Mass  

Thursday   9.30am Holy Mass 

Friday 9.30am Holy Mass  

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
St Mary’s – after Holy Mass Tuesday, Thursday 
St Francis of Assisi –  after Holy Mass Friday 



 
SITUATIONS VACANT – Sacred Heart 
Metropolitan Cathedral Parish, Wellington, seeks 
applications for the new part time, position of Music 
Coordinator/ Leader. This is a part-time, 15 hours 
per week, fixed term 10-month contract. The 
successful applicant will be responsible for 
coordinating the music requirements across all 
parish liturgies, including the establishment of a 
voluntary choir to regularly lead the congregation at 
the Sunday morning service. The position requires 
flexibility and includes weekend work. Applicants 
should have musical training to tertiary level or 
equivalent professional standard, and ideally be 
familiar with Catholic liturgy. Written application, 
enclosing a Curriculum Vitae, position description, 
and enquiries to Debbie Matheson, the Parish 
Leader, at d.matheson@wn.catholic.org.nz. 
Applications close 30 November. 
 
DAWN PEACE BLESSING – over the City ANZAC 
Park 5.30am 5 November, Whakatū Parihaka Peace 
Network Connection and the Nelson Quakers invite 
you to join with us on Friday November 5th to honour 
Parihaka Day and ngā tāngata o Parihaka. There will 
be an opportunity to offer karakia, prayers, waiata or 
hymns for the blessing of peace in Whakatū, if you 
so wish. This will be our only public event in 
Whakatū this year due to Covid19. The Dawn 
Blessing will be held to remember those who have 
walked before us, as we maintain a commitment to 
peace. There is a close connection for us in 
Whakatū as Te Whiti-o-Rongomai and Tohu Kākahi 
spent eight months in Nelson under house arrest, 
and 200 volunteer riflemen from the Nelson 
community were part of the Government force 
against Parihaka on 5th November 1881. We will 
acknowledge, remember and honour Te Whiti-o-
Rongomai, Tohu Kākahi and the generations of 
people of Parihaka who have faithfully brought their 
Legacy of Peace into our time. They have paid an 
enormous cost to do this. Please join with us and 
contribute to this Legacy of Peace. Peace is the 
greatest treasure we can offer to our children. 
Veronica Christie whakatu.parihaka@gmail.com on 
behalf of the Whakatū Parihaka Peace Network 
Connection. 
 
 
 

 
BOOKING WEEKEND MASSES – the booking 
system is open Wednesday 9am to Friday midday 
every week while we are in Alert Level 2. Please do 
not call the office to make a phone booking 
before Wednesday, if you leave a message please 
specify your name and the time of Mass you wish 
to attend. 
 
How to register for Weekend Masses: 
 
1. Go to “Mass Registration” on the Archdiocesan 
website’s homepage click here for the 
link www.wn.catholic.org.nz  
 
2. Choose your parish from the drop-down menu, 
and then the Mass you wish to attend. You will see 
how many spaces are available for the Mass you 
have selected. You will see a red error message if 
no spaces are available. 
 
3. If space is available, provide your name and 
contact details. You can register for an individual, a 
couple or a group.   
 
4. Click Submit. You will receive a confirmation 
email. 
 
Please do NOT register for more than one Mass per 
weekend. 
 
During Alert Level 2 the dispensation from the 
Sunday obligation to attend Mass is in place for 
people who are cautious or concerned, who are 
vulnerable or at risk because of age or health issues, 
or who cannot find a place at a Mass.  
 
• Please wear a mask. (please bring your own) 
• Scan QR code or sign in. 
• Keep social distancing. 
• Sanitise hands. 
• Holy Communion in the hand only. 
• Contactless Sign of Peace. 
• No congregational singing. 
 
Saturday 6pm Vigil at St Mary's 
Sunday 8.30am at St Francis of Assisi 
Sunday 10.30am at St Mary's  
Sunday 5pm at St Francis of Assisi 

 

 
THIRTY-FIRST WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME 

Sunday 31 October Deuteronomy 6:2-6 Hebrews 7:23-38 Mark 12:28-34 

FEAST OF ALL SAINTS Monday 1 November Apocalypse 7:2-14 1 John 3:1-3 Matthew 5:1-12 

Tuesday 2 November (choice from several readings) 

Wednesday 3 November Romans 13:8-10 Luke 14:25-33 

Thursday 4 November Romans 14:7-12 Luke 15:1-10 

Friday 5 November Romans 14:14-21 Luke 16:1-8 

Saturday 6 November Romans 16:3-9 Luke 16:9-15 

Sunday 7 November 1 Kings 17:10-16 Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark 12:38-44 

 

 



 
 

PARISH CONTACTS: 
Parish Priest 
 
Parish Office 
2/18 Manuka St, Nelson 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 

 
Father Joy Raphal 
196 Songer St, Stoke 
Sarah Jones / Kimberly 
McGettigan  
Monday - Friday 9am - 12pm 
 
Noeline Grant 

 
547 6623 
joyraphaelt@gmail.com 
539 1251 
office@holyfamilynelson.org.nz 
 
022 6763 955 

St Joseph’s Primary School  1/18 Manuka Street, Nelson 548 4050 
Garin College  35 Champion Road, Richmond 543 9488 
St Francis of Assisi Hall Hire John Hall 027 2400 065 
St Francis of Assisi Maintenance 
Person 

Ken Barney 544 6853 

St Francis of Assisi Communion to 
Sick 

Margaret Hawthorn 547 1577 

St Francis of Assisi Liturgy Paul Ashley 021 810 132 
St Mary’s Liturgy Sr Colleen 548 8576 
St Mary’s Communion to the Sick Peter Gillin 548 8195 
St Mary’s Meeting Room Hire Parish office 539 1251 
St Mary’s Church Hall Hire 
Archivist/Genealogy 
St Vincent De Paul Op Shop Nelson 
St Vincent De Paul Op Shop Stoke 

St Joseph’s School office 
Diana Clark 
77 Vanguard St. Nelson 
532 Main Road, Stoke 

548 4050 
dianatony@xtra.co.nz 
548 9372 
547 7351 

 

NELSON HOSPITAL – Fr Joy and Beth attend the hospital as chaplains. If you are going into hospital or end 
up in hospital, PLEASE let Fr Joy or Beth know. Please let us know so that assistance can be given. Any urgent 
calls ring Beth on 021 0240 9231 or Fr Joy 022 369 1005. For those who would like communion at home while 
they convalesce, please ring or email Shelley Hills 027 4377 851 or email thehillsclan@xtra.co.nz. 

 

Holy Family Parish Service Rosters November 6/7 2021 

 
St Mary’s Church, Nelson   

Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm                         Sunday 10.30am 

 

Greeters D & C Meria P Suan   E Cowie 

Proclaimer of the Word & 
Prayer of the Faithful 

B Isherwood   K Clark   J and C Ryan 

Audio Visual  Filipino Group 

Extra-Ordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion 

  Communion to the Sick 
T Goodman    N Dimas 
D Callaghan   P Gillin 
Flaxmore       Sr Colleen 

Flowers A James   M Thorn   

Linen A Muollo  

 
    St Francis of Assisi, Stoke 

 
Sunday 8.30am 

 
Sunday 5pm 

Greeters G Hall S & M Menzies 

Audio/Visual R Mayes C Coyle 

Proclaimer of the Word & 
Prayer of the Faithful 

A Burns M Costello 

E Ministers – Visiting the Sick M Mitchell         J Gregory        Ernest Rutherford Service   G Weiss 

Altar Care G Gregory 

Church Cleaning Pike Family 
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